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The Listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and Ustin^of^ir^ui ^plication: 

method comprising: 

receiving a key press of the overloaded key to be processed from a buffer, 

deternuning whether the function of the overloaded key has switched; «*4 

clearing any subsequent overloaded key presses of the overloaded key from the buffer 

when said determining determines that the function of the overloaded key has switched^ 
» period fo r rh* overloaded kev when said det e rmining determines 

♦hat the fnncfinn nf the overloa d kev has switched so that subsequent presses of the 

overloaded kev are ignor ed during the aause period. 

2. (cancelled) 

3. (currently amended) A method as recited in claim [[211 1, wherein said method 
comprises: 

determining whether the overload key press occurred during the pause period; and 
processing the overloaded key press when said determining determines that the function 

of the overloaded key has not switched and said determining determines that the overloaded key 

press did not occur during the pause period. 

4. (original) A method as recited in claim 1, wherein said detennining whether the function 
of the overload key has switched comprises determining whether the function of the overloaded 
key has transitioned from a first function to a second function since its last key press. 

5. (currently amended) A method as recited to olaim-fr for processiPf an overloaded key . 
a mobile device- said method comprising: 

reviving a kev yr*** of the overloaded key to he processed from a buffer; 
H < *»r T Trii.in g whether the function »f the overloaded kry has switched; and 
Hearing any snbs«o«ent overloa ded kev presses of the overloaded key from ftg 

buffer when dctermnm.p determines th at the function of the overloaded key has 

switched,, 
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wherein the overloaded key is a Clear/Back key that supports a clear function and a back 
function- 

6. (currently amended) A method ^ ci tcd in alaim 1 , for p roc^ r an overloaded key 
m» a mobile Hwrtce. said ™ *tlinri comprising: 

~~*rti» f a kev r ™«« »f ™* overl ^f ? v »v tn he processed from a buffers , 
^.^nin* whe**" fhmdon ^ ^loaded kev has bitched; and 
-i—fcur M v wa.y ^i.^t overload^ i™y of the overloaded key from the 

k.,^ < a id determi ™~ f- H^rmt— that the function of the overloaded key has 
switched, wherein the overloaded key is a Back/Exit key that supports a back Amotion and an 
exit function. 

7. (currently amended) A method il. i n d Ud in dri m 1 j for pmrfwhf an overloaded key 
on a mobile device, sa id method comprising: 

r^ivmP a kffy of the o Y fT m a ded kev to he processed from a buffer; 
■w^-mfaftig whether tb»- function of th » overloaded key has switched; and 
„wh. g any snhsetment overloaded kev of the overloaded key from th e 

wr~ wh*n said defr ™™ ? d«*ermfr ~ *ht fnfe function of the overloaded key has 
switched, 

wherein the overloaded key is a Clear/Back/Exit key that supports a clear function, a 
back function and an exit function. 

8. (original) A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the mobile device is a personal digital 
assistant or a cellular phone. 

9 (original) A method as recited in claim 1. wherein the mobile device is a two-way mobile 
communication device havmg limited input keys, one of the input keys being the overloaded key. 

10. (original) A method of processing a Clear/Back key on a computing device having a 
display, said method comprising: 

(a) displaying user entered text in a text entry screen on the display of the computing 

device; 

(b) displaying a cursor at the end of the user entered text on the display of the computus 

device; 
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(c) receiving a Clear/Back key press; 

(d) determine whether at least one character of the user entered text remains backwards 

from the cursor; .« j * ■ ^„ 

(.) deleting the character immediately backwards from the cursor when said determmm. 
(d) determines that at least one character of the user entered text remains backwards from 

the cursor, 

(f) determining whether said deleting has caused no more characters of the user entered 
text to remain; 

(g) setting a timestamp when said determining (f) determines that said deleting has 
caused no more characters of the user entered text to remain; 

(h) determining whether a predetermined amount of time has passed since the timestamp 
was set with respect to a previous Clear/Back key press when said detenmmng (d) determines 
that no characters of the user entered text remain backwards from the cursor; 

(i) ignoring the Clear/Back key press when said deterrmning <h) determines that the 
predetermined amount of time has not yet passed since the timestamp was set; and 

0) retoning back to a prior screen when said determining (h) determines that the 
predetermined amount of time has passed since the timestamp was set. 

1 1 . (original) A method as recited in claim 10, wherein said method further comprises: 

(k) resetting the timestamp when said determining (h) determines that the predetermined 
amount of time has not yet passed since the timestamp was set with respect to a previous 
Clear/Back key press. 

12. (original) A method as recited in claim 10, wherein the computing device is a mobile 

device. 

13. (original) A method as recited in claim 12, wherein the mobile device is a personal digital 
assistant or a cellular phone. 

14. (original) A method as recited in claim 12, wherein the mobile device is a two-way 
mobile communication device having limited input keys, one of the input keys being the 
Clear/Back key. 
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15. (original) A method of processing a Back/Exit key on a computing device having a 
display, said method comprising: 

(a) receiving a B ack/Exit key press while operating in a first application mode on the 

computing device; 

(b) detaining whether a home screen is presently being displayed on the drsplay; 

(c) returning to display of aprior screen on the display when said <letennimng (b) 
determines that the home screen is not presently being displayed; 

(d) determining whether the prior screen is the home screen; 

(e) storing a time indication when said returning (c) displays the prior screen if said 
detenxnning (d) determines that the prior screen is the home screen; 

(f) determining whether the home screen has been displayed for at least a predetermined 
amount of time based on the stored time indication when said detennining (b) determines that the 
home screen is presently being displayed; 

(g) ignoring the Back/Exit key press when said determining (f) determines that the home 
jj ) screen has not been displayed for at least the predetermined amount of time; and 

(h) exiting the first application mode when said determining (f) detennines that the home 
screen has been displayed for at least the predetermined amount of time, 

16. (original) A method as recited in claim 15, wherein the first application mode pertains to 
a network browser application mode. 

17. (original) A method as recited in claim 15, wherein the computing device is a mobile 
device, 

18. (original) A method as recited in claim 17, wherein the mobile device is a personal digital 
assistant or a cellular phone. 

19. (original) A method as recited in claim 17, wherein the mobile device is a two-way 
mobile communication device having limited input keys, one of the input keys being the 
Back/Exit key. 

20. (currently amended) A computer readable medium including at least computer program 
code for processing an overloaded key on a mobile device, said computer readable medium 
comprising: 
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from a buffer; 



computer program code for receiving a key press of the overloaded key to be processed 
buffer; 

computer program code for determining whether the function of *e overloaded key has 
just switched; a»d 

computer program code for clearing any subsequent overloaded key presses of the 
overloaded key from the buffer when said computer program code for deterrnming determ 
^ ^ f^e. «^«.inafied kev has iust switchediand 



overloaded Key rxom uic umia «~* *■ «- - 

that the function of the overloaded key has just switchediand 

rr - r ^, ^ for -*f f » r™«« "^loaded key W hen said 

nr awam «^ ******** determines that the fonrrion of the overloaded 
w v i,,, in *t switc h - ^ snhseouent presses of the overln,de<1 key are ignored during 
the pause period. 



the pause period , 
\ 21. (cancelled) 



22. (currently amended) A computer readable medium as recited in claim [[21]) 20, wherein 
said computer readable medium comprises: 

computer program code for determining whether the overload key press occurred during 

the pause period; and 

computer program code for processing the overloaded key press when said computer 
program code for determining determines that the function of fee overloaded key has not just 
switched and said computer program code for determining determines that the overloaded key 
press did not occur during the pause period. 

23 . (original) A computer readable medium as recited in claim 22, wherein the mobile device 
is a two-way mobile communication device having limited input keys, one of the input keys 
being the overloaded key. 

24. (currently amended) A computer readable medium u malted in cl tiim ?7 „ frcludms at 
w ^ut.r nrogn , ™ ™*» *»• " "™-ln»ded kev op a mobile device, said 

mm puter readable medium comprising: 

T ^ P ™*™™ ende fo r * kev press of the overloaded key to be 

processed from a buffer; 

r — r ^r-^ rnde for d e+ «™S,in„ whether the function of the overloaded key 

has jnut switched: and 
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-~ r -^ r ^»™ ^ for cle^ - f — ^sequent overload key pres.es of the 
— i„.H«d to fro™ «w hnff ft r when ««M compter program rode for determining 
amines that faction of th * ^i^ri^d kev has lust switched, 

wherein the overloaded key is a Clear/Back key that supports a clear function and a back 

function. 

25. (currently amended) A computer readable medium united in dotal ? j invading at 
,» a «t mmmiter or™™™ code for pr ™ ?«»™ ™ overloaded kev on » mobile device, said 
computer readable medium comprising; 

mrr «~ r— »™ code f o * *~«Km,g a kev press of the overloaded key to be 

processed froro a buffer; 

v ***r ^ooram code f" *-*^ih> whether the function of the overloaded key 

has inst switched; 

gn ^mfar nrogram cod* for clearing an y s»T»senoent overloaded key presses ofth e 
overloaded k*v from the buffer when said r onmnter program code for determining 
determines that «■« function of flh« overloaded k«v has inst switched: and wherein the 
overloaded key is a Back/Exit key that supports a back function and an exit function. 

26. (original) A computer readable medium as recited in claim 22, wherein the mobile device 
is a personal digital assistant or a cellular phone. 

27. (currently amended) A mobile device, comprising: 

a display configured to display text entered by a user; 

a keypad to facilitate text entry by the user, said keypad including at least an overloaded 
key that serves a plurality of functions; 

a buffer for storing key presses entered by the user via said keypad; and 
a processor configured to control operation of said mobile device, said processor being 
configured to provide context sensitive processing of overloaded key presses by operating to 
receive a key press ofthe overloaded key to be processed from said buffer, determine whether 
the function ofthe overloaded key has just switched, and clear any subsequent overloaded key 
presses ofthe overloaded key from said buffer when it is determined that the function ofthe 
overloaded key has just switched, wherein said processor farther operates to set a pause 
period for tn» overloaded kev when it is de te rmined that the function ofthe overloaded key 
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„ a « w swiped so — nresse, of rh. overloaded ^ ftre ifnored during the 

pause period . 

28. (cancelled) 

29. (currently amended) A mobile device as recited in claim [[28]] 27, wherein said 
processor further operates to determine whether the overload key press occurred during the pause 
period, and process the overloaded key press when it is determined that the overloaded key press 
did not occur during the pause period. 

30. (original) A mobile device as recited in claim 27, wherein the mobile device is a mobile 
telephone. 

31. (original) A computer readable medium including at least computer program code for 
processing a multi-function key on a mobile device, said computer readable medium comprising: 

computer program code for receiving a key press of me multi-function key to be 
processed; 

computer program code for determining whether the function of the multi-function key 

has changed since last pressed; and 

computer program code for determining whether to ignore the key press of the multi- 
function key or to process the key press of the multi-function key press with the function being 
changed. 



32. (new) A method as recited in claim 5, wherein said method further comprises: 

setting a pause period for the overloaded key when said determining determines that the 
function of the overloaded key has switched so that subsequent presses of me overloaded key are 
ignored during the pause period. 

33. (new) A method as recited in claim 5, wherein said method comprises: 
determining whether the overload key press occurred during the pause period; and 
processing the overloaded keypress when said determining determines that the function 

of the overloaded key has not switched and said determining determines that the overloaded key 
press did not occur during the pause period. 
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34 (new) A method as recited in claim 5, wherein said detennining whether the function of 
the overload key has switched comprises determining whether the function of the overloaded key 
has transitioned from a first function to a second function since its last key press. 

35. (new) A method as recited in claim 5, wherein the mobile device is a personal digital 
assistant or a cellular phone. 

36 (new) A method as recited in claim 5, wherein the mobile device is a two-way mobile 
communication device having limited input keys, one of the input keys being the overloaded key. 

37. (new) A method as recited in claim 6, wherein said method further comprises: 
setting a pause period for Ihe overloaded key when said determining determines that the 

function of the overloaded key has switched so that subsequent presses of the overloaded key are 
ignored during the pause period. 

38. (new) A method as recited in claim 6, wherein said method comprises: 
detennining whether the overload key press occurred during the pause period; and 
processing the overloaded key press when said tetemiining determines that the function 

of the overloaded key has not switched and said deternuning determines that the overloaded key 
press did not occur during the pause period. 

39. (new) A method as recited in claim 6, wherein said determining whether the function of 
the overload key has switched comprises deteirnining whether the function of the overloaded key 
has transitioned from a first function to a second function since its last key press. 

40. (new) A method as recited in claim 6, wherein the mobile device is a personal digital 
assistant or a cellular phone. 

41 . (new) A method as recited in claim 6, wherein the mobile device is a two-way mobile 
communication device having limited input keys, one of the input keys being the overloaded key. 

42. (new) A method as recited in claim 7, wherein said method further comprises: 
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setting a pause period for the overloaded key when said determining determines that the 
function of the overloaded key has switched so that subsequent presses of the overloaded key are 

ignored during the pause period. 



0^ 



43. (new) A method as recited in claim 7, wherein said method comprises: 
detenmning whether the overload key press occurred during the pause period; and 
processing the overloaded key press when said determining determines that the function 

of the overloaded key has not switched and said determining determines that the overloaded key 
press did not occur during the pause period. 

44. (new) A method as recited in claim 7, wherein said determining whether the function of 
the overload key has switched comprises determining whether the function of the overloaded key 
has transitioned from a first function to a second function since its last key press. 



45. (new) A method as recited in claim 7, wherein the mobile device is a personal digital 
assistant or a cellular phone. 

46. (new) A method as recited in claim 7, wherein the mobile device is a two-way mobile 
communication device having limited input keys, one of the input keys being the overloaded key. 
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